





SPECIAL STYLING SECTION — 
Modern trends — fore and aft 









LINEUP! If yo 
thought the i. A ia. COMING 


NUAL were good, wait NEXT | 
MONTH... 


till you see the new 
one! 





1953 





ANNUAL 


As new as a ‘58 car, the 1958 HOT ROD 
ANNUAL is a real streamlined job, crammed with 
| 
| 








fresh features, new ideas from cover to cover. 


1954 LAST MINUTE SPECIAL— 
LATEST REPORTS STRAIGHT FROM 


THE FINISH LINE! 


The publication date of the 1956 HOT ROD 
ANNUAL follows right on the heels of the Bonneville 
National Speed Trials, and NHRA’s 3rd Annual 
National Championship Drag Races. You get the | 
up-to-the-second scoc ps on all the events of these | 
great classics. 





Plus the latest on those other outstanding fea- Hl 
tures that have made HOT ROD ANNUAL the num- i 
ber one handbook for hot rod enthusiasts all over the 


world: | 


1955 
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Your 1958 edition, packed with Photos, | 
Illustrations, Diagrams Galore! 

ON SALE NOV.5 We AT NEWSSTANDS! 
Or if +7 prefer an advance 
copy, send Soc (to cover postage, 


handling, ete.) to | 


TREND BOOKS | 


1957 


5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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Here’s my dollar! Send me ROD & CUSTOM 
for six months. 



























seventh issue of our fifth year NOVEMBER 


in this month's 
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No stranger to R & C covers, famed 





customizer from Indiana has perpe- 





trated a little more... 









Nobody has more fun than people, 
as proved by a first-time, exciusive 





Go Kort coverage — 
WHEELS UNDER THE PEASANTS........ 











Certain cars seem to remain in demand 
— like, for instance, the ‘32 Ford. 


Here's the lowdown on... 
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HONEST NEW ITEMS 











Order 6 Volt or 12 Voit 
$12.60 Pestpai¢ 
WONEST #13 


















































HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP cacticsttgs Teen. 
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AN EDITOR’S prerogative is that he may do what he wishes with 

his own personal page — editorial, Starting Line, call it what 
you will, He can say what he wishes (within reason) can write it 
when and where he chooses (within reason) and can be as late, or 
as early, as he wants to be (within reason). This time we are a 
trifle on the late side (though still within reason), but for once we 
have a real legitimate excuse — product-testing an item, news of 
which was scheduled for this issue, and the magazine couldn’t be 
printed until we completed our checks and handed in a rundown of 
the findings. The result: complete satisfaction — and we’ve never 
had so doggoned much fun — albeit we scared ourselves nearly out 
of our skins, scraped a couple of elbows, made enemies with formerly 
friendly neighbors, got good and greasy, and spent this week’s 
allowance — all at one time. Now, under ordinary circumstances all 
of this would be mighty difficult to accomplish in one fell swoop. But 
it’s easy as falling off a log — or a Go Kart, which is what the things 
are called. Go Kart — remember the name, for it’ll surely change 
the course of anyone’s life that is fortunate enough to cross paths 
with one. Can’t very well go into detail here — that will have to keep 
until page 24 — but, believe me, if you like cars of all types (and 
you must or you wouldn’t be reading this) then you'll fall in love 
with a Go Kart. Briefly, it’s just the smallest, least expensive pro- 
duction car on this (or any other) planet, that’s all. 

If all of the above chatter doesn’t phase you, then you must be hep 
to all the old-time car restoration that’s going on. This past July saw 
us put out an issue dedicated to the A, and for September it was the 
T. Lovers of both have been clamoring for more information, so 
there’s an article of interest to followers of each type in this issue. 
For the A lovers we’ve an exclusive report on an until-now-impossi- 
ble deal — hydraulic brakes on an A without relocating any stock 
parts; comes in a kit, too. Just cast your peepers on page 56. But 
if the A isn’t quite old enough and your idea of fun is in antique 
restoring, then Bringing Em Back on page 52 was written especial- 
ly for you. 

That will do it for this month — gotta get back to my Go Kart! 

sm © 
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Poromount presents 


CORNEL JEAN 


~ WILDE WALLACE 










YOU'RE riding 
with the drivers... 
you're right in the 
race... the most 
colorful action 
ever captured 

on film! 
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Produced and Directed by CORNEL WILDE - Written by JAMES EDMISTON and CoRneL wide - TECHNICOLOR® 2 














eeES 


CATALOG 








OVER 75,000 AUTO PARTS 
AND ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 
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Get your FREE copy now... 
everything you need for your 
oon, Sate, Gasteme ort se or 
t . Save up to 50° ing- 
. Whitney! Thou. 
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cars from 1920 to 1957. See 
newest Hollywood accessories 
not offered in stores; high speed 
and power parts, custom styli 

equipment. ..all at lowest prices! 
Guaranteed satisfactionor money 
back. Our 20th year. Write now. 


RUSH COUPON 
Please send 25c to 






MAIL THIS COUPON—TODAY! 








1917 U-11 Archer Ave., Chicage 16, i. | 
ee Tc noe once pares ond anagmnevieg 
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THE ROADSTER — STILL A DOLLAR A POUND? 


I followed your stories on buildiny 
The Roadster back in 1955 and am 
glad to see interest in it being renewe:! 
(R & C, Sept. ’57). You asked for a 
suggested price for the complete Fiber- 
gias body, here is my opinion: The 
body alone should be made available 
for about $300.00, If it came with a 
chassis, as do some kit sports-type 
cars, including brakes, suspension and 
axles, a good price would be about 
$700.00. But if the whole car (divided 
into sub-assemblies and with the body 
ready to paint) were offered, with en- 
gine, trans, seats, etc., then I’d go at 


least $1,000. 
John Andriaccio Buffalo, New York 


The modern Fiberglas body for The 
Roadster would be wisely accepted if 
brought to full production status. 
Price would depend upon demand, but 
I feel that between $200.00 and $250.00 
would be fair enough. 

Larry Pearson Seattle, Washington 


WHEN DOES THE BUS LEAVE... 


I have followed R & C since its be 
ginning and have nearly all your 
issues. In fact, I’m missing only May 
and June of 1953. 

About your Model T issue (R & C, 
Sept. ’57): Up here in Northern Michi- 
gan it seems that everyone either owns 
or once owned a Model T. Well, they 
may be getting scarce in most parts of 
the country but we’re lousy with them 
around here, If I can be of any assist- 
ance to your readers, I’d be very 
happy. Just write me and let me know 
what you need. 

Chuck Robertson 1019 Summit Street 
Hancock, Michigan 


© Boy, they thought Sutter started 
something. (Wonder if Chuck would 
trade a roadster for a thumbworn first 
edition? ) 
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DO YOUR OWN CUSTOMIZING 
witha TAP KIT! 


NO TORCH, uo expensive tools, no special training required 
when you repair and restyle AUTOBODIES with these new 
job-tested fiberglass and EPOXY RESIN “glassing kits”. 


Gvaranteed to tain more and better materials than any com- 
petitive kit on the market. Available at speed shops, chrome 
shops and automotive chain stores everywhere. 
If your favorite dealer doesn’t stock TAPKITS, send us his name and 
direct. Write for free 16 page booklet on customizing and re- 
pairing autobodies and price list. 











For complete information on carcrafting with fiber- 
glass and resin, order THE GLASSER’S MANUAL, 
$1.00 ppd. Fully illustrated and non-technical, best 
gvide to professional results. Moneyback guarantee. 











TAPKIT RC-11 $4.45 ppd. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 





*Taylor & Art, Inc., Plastics 
Pioneers in Plastics for A ive Applicati 
1710 E. 12th Street, Oakland 6, California 
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Y_-TON FAN 

Quite some time ago I became inter- 
ested in’ your pickup truck and tried to 
follow its construction through the 
various articles over the years. But I 
missed quite a bit, since your maga- 
zine is a little hard to come by up here. 
Is there any chance of being sent a 
couple of pictures of the truck now 
that it’s finished? 

Keep up the good work and many 
thanks on keeping all of us posted on 
what’s happening to cars throughout 
the 48. 


Billy Hicks Winters, Calif. 


© Our subscription department is look- 
ing for guys like you, Billy; a sub 
will assure you of getting all issues. 
And as for shots of the Dream Truck 
— the photo lab reports they'd have to 
double their staff to keep all those in- 
terested in the %-ton supplied with 
photos. Afraid we'll have to turn down 
all such requests, at least for the pres- 
ent. Out Of The 48 is still waiting, 
Billy, to hear from Vermont, Arizona, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, West Virginia 
and Maryland. Then we'll know what 
is happening rod-and-custom-wise to 
cars from every state. 





JOIN NOW! 









THE OLDEST, LARGEST 
and ONLY SANCTIONED 
NATIONAL CUSTOM & SPEED CLUB 
WITH MEMBER 


N A PARTS OF TH 


KUSTOMS OF AMERICA Dept. RC-11 








KOA MEMBERS RECEIVE 
e CLUB 1.0. CARD __@ CLUB WINDSHIELO DECAL 


IAL DISCOUNT CATALOG 
° SPECIAL ASSISTANCE IN FOR 
EAR SUBSC 


Members Also Receive Discounts On: 
NUFACTURERS) 


CKETS, T-SHIRTS 
© LAPeL INS. EMBLEMS. 
TOM 
; eSNG MONTHLY AUTO MAGAZINES 





S @ TROPHIES 


MEMBERSHIP ONLY $3.00 ONE FULL YEAR 


EY £ED PROBLEMS 
@ PERSONAL ADVICE ON CUSTOM ANG | SPEC! AL INTEREST 


« CUSTOM CAR ACCESSORIES 
© SPEED EQUIPMENT (ALL MAJOR TACIT! AQues, PLATES 













5880 Hollywood Boulevard 

Hollywood 28, California 

Please enroll me as a member of KUS- 
TOMS OF AMERICA. | understand my mem- 
bership entities me to an official 1.0. 
CARD, Yearly Subscription to Club News- 
paper, all KOA Special Mailings, Special 
Discount Catalog, and full Association 
privileges. 

for. 


Enclosed is $.............-..fOF........ years’ dues. 





Address ......... 
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than you'd expéct, this Roadmaster ~ 


A _ 


Becoming a Metz trademark, the grille from 
a "35 Chevy reposes between the bomb-like 
bumper guards. Hooded headlights are lined 
with the flat-top rims from a ‘57 Chevy. 
Below: twin-finned fender from side view. 


E CONSIDER ourselves fortu- 
nate in being able to have brought 
you over the past few years exclusive 
reports on the best of the many Metz 
customs, In September of '54, R&C 
revealed Bob Metz’s LaRocket — a fab- 
ulous show-stopping roadster which 
copped sweepstakes at every display 
entered. November of 55 was ushered 
in with Bob’s XM-105, a fabulous chop- 
ped and sectioned Buick sedanette 
which, like its predecessor, took all the 
gold. Though built two years ago, the 
XM-105 recently won companion mag- 
azine Motor Life’s custom contest. And 
now Bob discloses his latest offering, 
a °55 Buick Roadmaster with the 
world’s first twin-pronged fenders. 
Squeezing in extra hours after a 
regular day’s work on the R&C 
Dream Truck (R&C Oct. ’57), Bob 
managed to give the big Buick a touch 
of Metz Magic in short order. 4 
Confined (at the time) to a small 
Indiana farm town, Metz had to do 
many things the hard way; like split- 
ting a single length of 8-ft. exhaust 


tubing diagonally with a torch in order 
to obtain the tapering windsplits which 
commence,.forward of each rear wheel 
and terminate at the double dotted 
taillights. Too, metal for the fins was 
troughed by bending sheet stock over 
the edge of the workbench. 

Rear fender skirts were once sec- 
tions of turret tops, scalped from junk- 
yard cars with their compound curves 
intact — cut just right so little more 
was required than flanging the edges; 
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a hint to metalmen who have had to 
toil through hours of tin-bending in- 
stead of spending time in thought. 

Bob’s former success, the XM-105, 
was noted especially for its unique 
grille, so Bob carried the theme over 
to the ’65, as styling would permit, 
even unto the grille insertion. 

A 1957 Chevy was once bolted to the 
headlight rims, but set into the re- 
worked fenders of the Roadmaster 


NOVEMBER, 1957 


Two-eyed taillights stare rear- 
ward from beneath split app 

ages. Tapering windsplit, termi- 
nating at taillight, is metal 
cut from an 8-ft. exhaust tube 
on a diagonal, welded to the 
Buick's fenders just above the 
fender skirts. Note fin stripes. 





At the Indianapolis Custom Show 
last May, several noted custom 
critics were baffied as to the 
origin of the Buick; one said 
it was a Cad, the others argued 
it was an Olds. Filled front 
wheel wells and taillight fairing 
brought about the argument. 





they look even more at home. Other 
alterations include restyled side trim, 
the filing down of the front wheel cut- 
outs — a-la Cadillac — planed nose and’ 
deck, bumpers styled to complement the 
overall styling theme. Finished in typ- 
ically Metz fashion (see cover) the 
beauty is indeed an attention-getter — 
even in Tucson (Arizonian’s note) 
where a new shop is currently being 
opened to the public. © 
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individval horizontal bumperettes [made from lengths of 


Very intriguing front end treatment on ‘50 Chevy shows 
how removal of stock-type bumper, with replacement with 
driveshaft tubing), alters completely car's 
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Plain nose Oldsmobile features a fore 
A look of glitter, what with chromium- 
fs lined grille opening and myriad teeth 
secured to a_ straight-across grille. 








club plate. ‘41's were once 
* high-ranking in popularity 
for customizing, it's nice to 


in this day of over-size 
Detroit landbarges. 


FORE and AFrT/® 








A pleasing front end has finally been put on a Studebaker in the form of a protruding oper 
ing, vertical-tooth grille and thin horizontal strips running from side to side below. 
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Shades of the R & C pickup! 
Dream Truck innovations are 
beginning to show up; here 
a@ Merc has been fitted with 
plastic-tipped grille bar 
{indirectly-lighted park 
lights) and several smaller 
bars to complement it. 
Oddity is aerial protruding 
from bomb-like housings 
beneath outer bumper tips. 
Rounded hood corners and 
striping is old hat, but 
expanded metal grille under 
bumper is a refreshing sight. 





lines, around the grille, 
then ends in a point dead- 
center beneath. Nice, too, 





Waterfall type of grille seems to update this ‘53 
Chevy while lack of ornamentation emphasizes lines. 


rc mere 


Though this Chevy is same 
yeor as one above, clever 
use of trim and forethought 
makes them as different as 
block and white. This ex- 
ample use contrasting paint 
to emphasize Buick light 
rims; has nerf bars instead 
of bumpers. Incidentally, 
nerfers are becoming increas- 
ingly popular for use on 
customs, despite they began 
on race cars, progressed 

to competition hot rods, 
then on to street rods. 
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An interesting innovation is the use of 
twin Packard taillight lenses on the stern 
of a Mercury. Such treatment is indica- 
tive of the trend “if some's good, more's 
better". Treatment is termed “fishtail”. 





Bailon-built, finned-Merc © 
(8 & C for May) has had its 
emphasized by 
simple expedient of colorful fa. 
2-toning cround the edges. | 





trunk Hid) by many years. Too, high fenders on this car were 
built years before the 





Aft portion of this cleverly 
designed Chevy is high- 


spear 2-toning job. 
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Owner of this ‘56 Chevy has followed the old belief that Detroit's 
designing might not be so bod — underneath all the junk they hang on. 
Thus, removal of ali trim has revealed neat lines—and emphasis 
added where necessary. Example is slightly extended rear fenders 
which overhang—but don't detract from—the stock taillights. 


Popular tailend treatment is the addition of rearward-slanting Packard taillights, 
disclosed here on co Chevy. Once again, simplicity fi the keynote; all ornaments 
and hardware having been dumped. A question arises, though, as to -practicability 
of again cluttering purposely-smoothed surfaces by potpourrage of striping. 








Another Chevy from an aft view: this time 
Chrysier lights in their entirety placed 
on stovebolt look pretty good, but fenders 
had to be extensively altered for the fit. 


Hights, 

aments , 

ability One of the best things that covld have happened to a Cadillac (we're admittedly 

iping. opinionated); tailfins were removed from this Standard of the World (?) and 
taillights repositioned lower than stock. Dual exhausts above each side of the 
bumper preceded icter EiDorado which used similar gimmick, but for taillights. 


Aft-canted lenses on an Olds serve to lengthen car from a side view; simulate modern fintypes. 














PUTTING WHEELS UNDER 
THE PEASANT 


a 


of propuision makes it necessary to be a capital- 
own any variety of powered transportation. Now, 
has appeared which is destined to put wheels 

whiff of 
tales. Later, leaning nearly parallel to the ground astride a 
we realized that the weird tales were at least true. We found 
world’s least expensive avtomobile — four inches from the 


Geo Kart, the vehicle depicted in the accompanying illustrations reveals what 

. 1 started when a group of hot rodders decided that ali the thrills of the 

put within reach without the usual tremendous financial ovtiay. A means had been 

sought whereby a complete, adult-size automobile could be constructed for virtually pin-money. 
last found! Following proven redding practices of minimum weight 


|-to-power 

within practical limits and yet with an eye to high performance, the Go Kart 

L , of course, it was found that one was not as much fun as two, so another 

identical car was built. Then a third, a fourth, and so on. Friends of the originators wanted cars 

and so the lovable Go Karts began to mushroom — as do all good things. The cars 

can be, and frequently are, run anywhere and everywhere. Parking lots and vacant lots become 
lots of fun when you're wearing a Go Kart. 





Though many variations of stock Karts have 
appeared since car's introduction, here is 
assembled kit version in unaltered form. 








Yipes! Body english is used to keep springless 
buckboard on course. This fan and others discovered 
that perfect ‘control of Kart on two wheels adds to 
fun and helps edge ovt competition in game of tag. 
- ~~ . _ ~- ~ -———— 

* 





Non-stock addition is drilled gusset to 
stiffen midship hoop; felt needed by owner. 
Upholstered seat softens springless ride. 








Aft view of stock kit car. Bodyless con- 
struction permits fvil size aduits to 


mount Go Kart; {or 
26 


Ethiopian ‘Buckboard! 





Drawing below accompanies assembly in- 
structions, shows clearly relctionship of all 
components. Kit, priced at only $129.50, 
includes everything needed (even with air 
in tires)— except for gasoline and oil. 
Assembly time is approximately 7 hours. 








Nobody has more fun than people — especially 
people on Go Karts! All ages can manage the 
~40 plus mph screamers, as evidenced at right. 
While father excitedly removes hot muffier 
in anticipation of greater speed (above), 
two sons climb aboard and demand a ride. 
Father wound up sitting on the sidelines. 


One Go Kart owner lavghingly entered sports car Gymkha 
(including self) by winning! Manevverability of Go Kart makes trick driving easy. 


+ 


od , ' r 








cv 





When husband built himself a Go Kart, wife 
took over and couldn't be pried off. Dis- 
tress turned to joy when husband built twia 
engined cor and shut wife off — but soundly. 


Widespread age group study match- 
ed Go Karts, wonder if they'll be 
permitted to go for a spin. Steering 
at 40 mph is admittedly fast, but 
one soon becomes accustomed to it. 


Co-originator of Go Kart built himself real 
bomb — complete with twin engines and racing 


slicks aft. Top speed of this car is close 
to 50 mph. Full-circle wheel is an addition. 





WHEELS UNDER 
THE PEASANT 


continued 


Though over 30 Go Karts have at this writing been completed (as many more are being built) actual 
racing has not yet been tried. Drag racing, tag, hare and hound, and runs around a course 
against the clock are popular pastimes for the increasing number of Kart owners. At present 
production rate, several hundred will be running by the time you read this. Go Karts are so much 
fun, that R & C staff has equipped itself with a fleet and are vying for parking lot-course record. 





2-cyl.-powered Go Kart with drone mill 
evolved from stock kit. Extras on car, 
besides special engine, are steering wheel, 
upholstery, chrome parts, big tires. 


For the future: Co-builder Duffy Livingston 
hurries “The Mole" to completion, will 
hold ground clearance record of less than 
an inch. More on Go Karts in next issue. 
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Touar THE 1932 FORD is a thing to excite the fancy of the astute auto fancier, for from its 
humble remains can be made a vehicle to fill a niche in every field of avtodom. Everything 
between an all-out race car to a gleaming custom can be shaped from it. It is one of the world's 
most flexible automobiles. Indeed, such activities have already come to pass, for the lovable 
Deuce has been subjected to more surgical torture than it is fair to expect an auto to endure. 
Beginning life as the offspring from Ford’s famed Model A, the '32 has been flaunted, altered, 
butchered and salvaged by thousands of re-designers in a mass attempt to update an aging, yet 
ageless, automobile. 

Words alone cannot define the classic lines of the Ford presentation for 1932. Far too much 
elaboration would be needed to trace the trends of its lifetime as things have progressed across 
the past 25 years; thus on the following pages we salute the alluring li'l Deuce by revealing 
the latest in a long line of performance-and-appearance-improved ‘32's. 


OVING THAT THE famed Deuce is ageless, below are a few examples from yesteryear — 
dated, perhaps by their license plates, but otherwise just as “‘new" as one built right now. 
Top left; a pair of competition roadsters at the lakes in 1950. Top right; a deeply channeled 
4-door from 1952. Lower left; R & C graphics director Wineland a good many years before his 
present job; and, lower right, another Wineland job — his transportation across the U.S. in ‘54. 
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One of the best of the recently 
built Deuces, this shining example 
has as a powerplant a re-worked 
Olds V8 which joins a ‘39 Ford 
transmission, power finally reach- 
ing the ground through a 3.78 - 1 
rear end ratio. Brakes and front 
end are from ‘41 Ford, wheels 
from a '48 Mercury. Outside of 3” 
chop job, all of the bodywork was 
devoted to eliminating the myriad 
dents which a 25 year old car usu- 
ally acquires. Interior is light blue 
Naugahyde combined with block 
mohair. Dago axle drops nose. 


Californian Neal's Deuce-search carried him to 
Utah before a suitable 5-window coupe was 
unearthed. Fenders were all replaced — one 
new one being bought for the giant sum of 
one dollar! Former owner had discarded deck 
lid to make room for a pick-up box, so another 
deck had to be found. The engine was a four. 


Photos by Beindorff 
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Twenty one-year old bodyman Walt 
Price's ambition was to have rare 
stock appearing Deuce, but a perform- 
ing one at the same time. Thus his 
‘32 is un-chopped, uwn-channeled, fuil- 
fendered and hooded. Of course, cer- 
tain things were mandatory, such 
as filled shell, forward rake, white 
sided tires and the latest innovation 
for ‘32's, a red hot Chevy V8 mill, 


Walt used a Shell adaptor to unite his Chevy's bell- 
housing to a ‘49 Mercury transmission. The engine 
was changed to Corvette specifications which helped 
give top % mile speed of 96—in full street trim. 
The 2,400 Ib. Deuce cost its builder $2,500—for a 
figure of less than a dollar a pound. Of course, he 
being an experienced metaiman helped considerably 
in shaving the price. Like millions of Fords that pre- 
ceded it, owner Price saw to it that his ‘32 was 
painted black. Interior is harmonizing Naugchyde. 














Hard-to-find pickup was located 
piece by piece, the finished product 
having been completely assembled 
by owner Dietz over a two year 
period. The unkempt cab was firs? 
relieved of all its dents, then chan- 
neled 5 inches and the top chopped 
4. Some 7 inches were cut from 
bed's length prior to its installation. 
But it took addition of fenders at 
normal location to get the lowdown 
suggestion across to lookers-on. 


Photos by Sukalac 


Original plans called for a late overhead V8, 
but Stan later decided to keep Y-fon mostly 
early Ford and went to a healthy flathead 
instead. Block is from ‘49 Ford bored to give 
256 cv. ins. An isky cam actvates stock valves 
through adjustable tappets. 8% to | Sharp 
heads were used and a dual manifold. No \% 
mile engine, but sufficient to propel the hauler 
on the street with late stocks alongside. 


All body work and assembly was performed 
by owner at his place of employment; Dee 
Wescott's Body Shop in Portland. The interior 
treatment of bleck and white unborn calf 
skin lends the Western motif. Exterior coloring 
is "57 Mercury Persimmon. Completed and in 
up-to-date shape, the refurbished Deuce is 
ideal for street use, gathering of trophies at 
shows, or for use on his father's big ranch. 
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Though not radically modified appearance-wise, Li'l 

represents hundreds of hours of painstoking labor. The Titian 
Red coupe reflects an ultra-smooth body; vivid contrast being 
provided by the white top, spare cover and running boards. The 
ever-present Moon Discs signify potential of powertul fiathead. 


Potent Ford V8 boasts 274 inches 
through 3%” x 4” bore-stroke. 
Other goodies are Iskenderian 
cam, Howard pistons, Offy heads, 
Edelbrock manifold, headers, of 
course a port and relieve job, 
and a chopped flywheel. A pure 
5-window indeed, highly repre- 
sentative of popular treatment 
for Ford's alluring and classic 
offering of full 25 years ago. 
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Of the seven Deuces revealed in this issue, three are Chevrolet-powered, 
ratio here being about what it is across the country as ‘32 after ‘32 

into the hands of those wanting prodigious amounts of torque produced by 
engine relatively minute in physical size. Neat installation of this T 

Fire was carried ovt by Geraghty Avitomotive, situated in the owner's he 
town. This charmer was extensively covered in a past edition of R & C, 
those recalling that issue will remember that a flathead V8 had provided the 
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Chevy V8 is essentially stock 
since owner felt added output 
was unnecessary. ingeniously de- 
vised front engine mounts were 
cut from sheet steel, bent to 
shape desired then welded into 
shape. Mount sits atop rubber 
pod at base, bolts directly to 
front of engine above. Further 
alterations of existing body and 
frame were unnecessary, the V8 
seems made just for the Deuce. 
Bellhousing adaptor made joining 
to Ford transmission possible. 
Cor, featured in on earlier issve, 
has been channeled depth of the 
frame, is painted metallic green. 


Tony LaMasa 
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Popular for Devce vse is an engine of 
Chrysler origin; DeSote. providing the im- 
petus in this example. This particular car 
is a classic study in Deuce-ism since it 
typifies the combination street/competition 
cor and is a real shining example. 


Lloyd Bakan 


bad 
E 
ie] 
[-¢) 
> 
2 
” 
2 
£ 


Populor for vse on cors with engine 5 
tially, or even fully, exposed are 
over-the-frame headers, which are 
for street use, the exhaust then 
through a hidden headpipe to legal- 
muffier concealed beneath cor, exiting 





Widely used on Deuces is the nerf bar, few 
examples ever being identical since they 
ere a bvild-'em-yourself item. Neat round 
taillights ore cf Pontiac origin; this 
type being favored over ‘39 “dew-drops”™ 
vsed clear back prior to World War il. 





Top-chopping a Deuce is not as complicated 
as on a loter car, but certain tricks can 
be used to ease job. Top has to be “streich- 
ed" to ft by slanting w/s posts back. 
As a result, door tops have also to be 
lengthened along their leading edges. 











Sought after as the car for 25 years, the 
readster's styling appeals to one and ail. 
When converted to high performance street 
machinery, Deuce roadsters still boast the 
types of features and gimmicks popular ‘way 
back, excep? that tried and trve flathead 
engine has given way to potent V8 by Chevy. 





c 
c 
a 
> 
2 
” 
2 
° 
£ 
a 


4-inch channel of Titian Red ro 

conceals frame. Popular tilt stem 

from dagoed axle and smaller-in- 
front tires. Valley Custom Shop is 
responsible for neat filling of deck 
lid and tail pan, Rear wheels have 
been reversed to widen tread, 
necessary with channeling to pre- 
vent tire-body rubbing. Engine has 
Corvette modifications and Edel- | 
brock manifold, has been well 
ported. Unusual rocker arm covers” 
simulate dual-cam heads, but are 
for looks only. Though car was 
only recently completed, engine 
and deep-dish steering wheel are 
only outward indications that cor 
doesn't date back to late thirties, 
or early forties. This is one classic 
that doesn't need to follow styling 
trends to be modern and ageless. 
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...- maybe not alive, but nearly any T con be restored. 


wey INTERESTED in restoring 
Model T will no doubt spend much 
time searching for accurate ways and 
means of doing so. Unfortunately, this 
phase of automobilia has been some- 
how overlooked by writers, with few 
exceptions. Space limitations prevent 
us from giving you the whole picture, 
but it is our intent to summarize the 
established principles and practices 
set down by the professional restora- 
tion shops. 
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Of maximum importance is for the 
would-be restorer to acquire a T in 
fairly sound shape. Though T is sel- 
dom seen in the rough any more, it is 
hardly a scarce item. The point is; 
don’t be too hasty in your choice. Shop 
around a little, ask questions; for it 
has been proven time and time again 
that many are the chickens that have 
a comfortable coupe (coop?) in some 
barn. These cars are nearly always i 
prime condition with but little rust, s 
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leat to finding a complete Model T is the 

‘of the parts from which to assemble 

p, self. Here is a typical body, lew 

‘s, it was discovered in the rough 
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Restoration of body and chassis should 
progress independently. Here an almosi 
finished chassis awaits the final tow 
and the addition of its ‘23 touring bedy. 


few feathers and usually not missing 
any vital parts. On the other hand, cars 
found in fields or gullies or otherwise 
exposed to the elements will be nothing 
but thoroughly useless pieces of rust. 
Once you’re in possession of a paid 
in full receipt, the fun begins. After 
removing the livestock, etc., it is wise 
to photograph the car; overall shots, 
closeups and detail shots of particu- 
larly complicated structures, especially 
the wooden bracing. These can be in- 
valuable once restoration has begun. 
Once T has found its new home, the 
perplexing problem of determining its 
year of manufacture can commence. 
most T chassis parts from ’09 to 
27 are interchangeable—though many 
changes were made from time to time. 
For instance, all front leaf springs will 
fit any T, but only the earlier ones con- 
tained tapered leafs. Thus, though it 
will fit, a beautifully restored ’11 
model, say, could not be termed orig- 
inal if it had a ’27 front spring. 
Antique books and magazines can be 
a great aid in dating T’s by studying 
the photographs contained therein. 
Some of the more important things to 
look for; fender shape, brass or steel 
radiators (brass radiators were used 
from ’09 through ’16). The flat cherry- 
wood dash was discontinued in ’15 in 
favor of the pressed steel cowl. Actual- 





ly, Ford made so many changes to 
Model T that it is next to impossible 
to more than scratch the surface 
design-wise. However, there ig one 
foolproof method of dating the car: 
the engine number. But there is a 
stickler here, too. Someone may have 
switched engines on you many years 
ago. If the car was built prior to 1915, 
the engine and body numbers should 
correspond. If not, then the firewall 
tag number will reveal the true date 
of manufacture. After this date, 
though, only the engines bore a num- 
ber —it being located just above the 
water inlet on the left side of the block. 
T’s were numbered consecutively, 
starting with #1 and running through 
#15007033. Charts are available, as 
mentioned elsewhere in this issue, 
which tell the exact month of manu- 
facture of any given engine number. 
Another way to date a car is by its 
transmission cover. All covers were 
aluminum until 1917 when they were 
changed to cast iron. No stock T prior 
to °19 had an electric starter, but they 
were made opitonal in ‘19 and the 
transmission covers were modified to 
receive it. All covers after ’19 thus had 
the starter hole, though on starterless 
cars hole plates were attached to pre- 
vent dirt from getting into the opening. 
(Continued) 
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BRINGING ’EM BACK... 
continued 


The ’17 through ’22 body styles were 
pretty much the same with few excep- 
tions. A sure-fire way to date a car of 
this era is, on closed models, by its 
doorhandles. Only the °21’s and ’22’s 
had straight-type handles, the earlier 
ones having loop handles. Touring cars 
and roadsters can be identified by their 
windshield posts. In '23 the posts were 





Unusval types of T's are a goed basis for 
restoration jobs, but purchase should be 
shunned if hard-to-find items are not in- 
cluded such as fire axe, lanterns and nozzies. 


slanted rearward, giving T a rakish 
appearance. Prior to this the posts 
were vertical and had attaching lugs 
for the sidemounted cow] lamps. All 
American touring and roadster bodies 
had simulated left front doors which 
did not open, up through '25. The ’26’s 
and ’27’s, however, had real doors on 
the driver’s side. Dating the ’26’s and 
’27’s is somewhat of a chore unless you 
can determine beyond doubt that the 
engine is original. The first two months 
of 26 production saw T’s without the 
fender-bracing headlight bars, but ail 
cars after this were fitted with the 
brace running from fender to fender 
midway across the radiator. Wire 
wheels were optional in ’26 and stand- 
ard in ’27 but this is of little dating 
value since wheels have usually been 
replaced on a particular car. 


There are many accepted ways of 
restoring a car. If you are among those | 
who can afford to lay out a sum run- 
ning into four figures, then go to a pro- 
fessional restoration shop. You'll lose 
the “I did it myself” fun this way, 
though. However, there are many 
I-did-it-myselfers who settle for a 
botched up paint job over rusted metal, 
and maybe a set of fair tires, then 
proudly announce they have restored 
a T. EEEEEsh! This is the rush job 
and would be just as well if left undone. 

Sandblasting is perhaps the best 
way of ridding chassis and body parts 
of their accumulation of rust and scale. 
From $10.00 to $20.00 will cover the 
blasting of nearly any body and give 
you nice, clean metal from which to 
start your restoring job. After a part 
has been blasted, cleanse it thoroughly 
with a rust preventative, such as Metal- 
Prep, then cover it with at least two 
coats of good primer. FPeavier chassis 
parts may have become deeply pitted 
due to rust, These can be given a smooth 
finish by adding several primer coats, 
after sandblasting, and sanding until 
a smooth surface results. 

It is not within the scope of this 
treatise to cover the restoration of me- 


Check all the wheels before purchasing on 
vnrestored car. Split or chipped spokes will 
mean replacement. Restoration procedure is 
careful sanding of all parts, and a clear finish. 
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Restoration’s reward! Nostalgic scene is often 
recolied as a ‘14 touring chugs its way to 
the top of a thinly wooded hill, Shot could 
have actually been taken some 40 years ago. 


chanical components, such as engine, 
transmission, rearend, and so on. So 
we must pass over these lightly by 
saying that all such items should be 
rebuilt using new or unworn parts 
wherever they are needed. 

Of greatest importance in restora- 
tion is making the body rattle- and 
squeak-free, T’s were filled with wood, 
especially the older ones, and by now 
little remains of it. Patterns of the 
original wood can be made from paper 
and cardboard, transferred to pieces of 
ash and cut out on a bandsaw, but light 
angle iron, steel strap and sheet metal 
have been used to good advantage. 
Properly fitted, such items will give a 
strong, unyielding body and with the 
upholstery installed, no one will know 
the difference. 

Once the body has been installed on 
the chassis, the final step is to detail it 
out as it was originally. Colors used 
from ’09 through 18 were black, red, 
green, blue, pearly and French grey — 
and were striped. From ’14 through ’25, 
came the “any color so long as its black” 
era. Ford offered a variety of colors for 
26 and ’27, to help slipping T sales. 


Photos like this are a valuable aid 
the restoration work. Photo was 


For ’26 closed cars could be had in blue, 
grey and brown with all open cars still 
black. For °27, the same colors were 
again available. 

Upholstery comes last. Very early 
T’s were done in real leather, costing 
today anywhere from $150.00 to 
$300.00. Many fine imitation leathers 
are on the market today, though, and 
look more like leather than even the 

(continued on p. 60) 














The practically numberless parts in the above illustration reveal contents of the hydraulic 
brake conversion kit. All else needed is the Model A Ford to attach them to. Photo below 
discloses location of master cylinder in relation to pedal assembly. Though others have 
offered brake kits far the A, no one has ever had one so easily and economically installed. 




















Brake kit includes drums, backing plates, all 
lines, fittings, and so on ad infinitum. Of in- 
terest in above photo is backing plate installed 
upside down so cylinder line is wnobstructed. 


Worm's-eye view of master cylinder. Unusual 
positioning of unit is necessary to eliminate 
movement of any of A's components. Even 
steering, pedals, & X-members are unaffected. 
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ETTERS FROM all over the coun- 
try tend to indicate that there was 
more than the normal amount of inter- 
est in R & C for July. Therein, regular 
readers will recall, an unusual amount 
of space was devoted to the many 
facets of a single subject — the Model 
A. We brought you photos of restored 
cars, an engine swapping discussion, 
news of Model A clubs, and so forth. 
But one of our stories contained what 
we thought a rather obscure bit of 
information, but which every. Model A 
fan in the U. S. (it seems) found as 
though it were printed in letters a 
yard high. The article was “For The 
A” a unique story about a unique shop 
which specializes in handling A parts, 
servicing Model A’s and manufactur- 
ing several small — but otherwise hard 
to find — A items. The point made was 
that the shop —“Tiny” Snell Automo- 
tive, at 2405 West Olive Ave., in Bur- 
bank, Calif., would soon be offering a 
hydraulic brake conversion kit for the 
Model A, the installation of which 
would not require relocating or alter- 
ing the stock pedal system nor the 
steering. In fact, all required for in- 
stallation on any A would be a drill, 
a screw driver and a wrench or two. 
Astute restoration enthusiasts had 
previously balked at the thought of 
butchering anything in the Model A 
line, but they had to admit that with 
traffic such as it is today, hydraulic 
brakes would not detract from the 
car’s historical value. But nothing was 
available for such a switch. Sure, 
juices stoppers could be put on an A, 
but it meant scrounging the parts, 
butchering the A’s frame and pedal 
setup to instal] it, and other worri- 
some projects. But now all that is be- 
hind us for the conversion kit is abso- 
lutely complete — with everything in- 
cluded except a Model A. Bolts, screws, 
clips, lines, brake shoes, backing plates, 
drums, wheel and master sylinders — 
we could go on, for the list seems end- 
less, but thought we’d save the space 
to show you a few photos of an A 
being Snell-kit equipped. @ 
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AST MONTH we studied the char- 
acteristics of the various racing 
fuels, how they compared with gas- 
oline, and what ultimate performance 
we could expect from gas under “all- 
out” conditions. The big verdict: Gas 
can never compete with the special 
fuels when all engine design factors 
are equal; but there’s no reason why 
some smart development of the super- 
charging theme can’t continue to im- 
prove the performance of gas engines, 
so they can take up where the unblown 
nitro jobs leave off. 
Here are a few hints on how we 
might do it... 
COMPRESSION 
A common fault of the amateur hop- 
up artist is to go too conservative on 
compression ratio. He’s heard and read 
so much about the destructive effects 
of detonation and pre-ignition that he 
is scared. Actually, high compression 
has such a wonderful effect on horse- 
power and torque that we should use 
every bit we can on any competition 
engine. The benefits are worth the risk. 
Of course, we all know that we can’t 
run the compressions with gas that we 
ean with alky. Alky burns slower and 
cooler, and it’s next to impossible to 
detonate with very rich mixtures. 
What you may not realize is that turb- 
ulence of the fuel-air mixture in the 
cylinder when the spark fires has a 
major effect on detonation; the more 
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turbulence the more even the burning, 
and the more compression you can 
earry without trouble. Turbulence de- 
pends, in turn, mostly on combustion 
chamber shape and rpm. A “wedge”- 
type chamber — as used on Olds, Cad- 
illac, Ford products, etc. — is superior 
to the domed chambers on Buick and 
Chrysler products. (A flathead is also 
good on turbulence; but its compres- 
sion ratio is limited to around 9:1 be- 
cause of breathing restriction through 
the small passage between cylinder and 
valves.) 

And, of course, lugging at low speeds 
will cause detonation because there is 
little turbulence with any combustion 
chamber. Normally we don’t figure on 
working a competition engine below 
$500 rpm, so this is no factor. But this 
new trend on the drag strips of using 
top gear only, picking up the load as 
low as 2000 rpm, may cause problems. 
But I look at that this way: Unless 
you’ve got so much torque that you 
can’t open the throttle wide at the low 
end without burning (in top gear), 
then you’d best be taking off in 1st or 
2nd. 

So I’d make the following compres- 
sion ratio recommendations for gas: 
For wedge-type chambers, carefully 
polished with no hot spots, I could see 
as high as 12:1 on current premium 
pump grades of 96 to 101 octane rat- 
ing; with aviation fuels of up to 145 
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Performance Number you could go as 
high as 14%:1. I wouldn’t go above 
10% :1 — or at most 11:1 — when using 
a domed chamber; but you could go to 
14:1 on super aviation fuels. Don’t lug 
these ratios at low speed; if you are 
in a type of racing that requires low- 
speed pull, better reduce the above 
recommendations by 1 to 1% ratios. 
Best deal for the old Ford flathead is 
to get “pop-up” pistons with special 
counterbored heads; these allow up to 
11:1 compression with good breathing. 
CARBURETION 

Maximum torque at any rpm (and 
therefore hp) is achieved with an air- 
fuel mixture ratio of about 12%:1 on 
gasoline. It’s the job of the carburetor- 
manifold system or the fuel injection 
setup to supply this mixture to all 
cylinders at all times. It’s an impossi- 
ble task with carbs, and none too 
simple with f.i. One of the big advant- 
ages of alcohol as a fuel is that your 
mixture ratios can vary over a wide 
range without greatly affecting hp. 
Gas is more critical on this. 

But here’s a point to remember: 
Power drops off faster on the lean side 
of 12%:1 than on the rich side. This 
means you can run quite rich with only 
a small loss in power, and let the extra 
fuel cool the engine internally. This is 
especially important with supercharg- 
ing. A mixture ratio of 10:1 would 
drop hp only about 5%; but the extra 
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cooling might allow you to use maybe 
5 bis./sq. in. more boost pressure with- 
out burning pistons...and you could 
end up with a net gain in performance, 
Don’t be afraid to run a little rich on 
gas. And, by the same token, running 
lean is more critical on gas than alky 
because of the lower cooling value per 
pound of the fuel. Just a few seconds 
on the lean side with gas can wreck an 
engine. 

Space won’t permit any detailed dis- 
cussion of jetting on individual carb 
mocels. The only right way to work 
this out is by experimental testing 
anyway. Mixture strength can be test- 
ed on an exhaust gas analyzer, or by 
the familiar plug check after shutting 
the engine off from top rpm. By all 
means check out your jetting one way 
or the other before you flog the engine! 
Actually, stock carb jetting may not be 
so far off with gas. A conventional 
suction carburetor will tend to run 
richer at very low air flows. Though 
you may not realize it, your carbs are 
actually running in a low air flow 
range when you have three or four of 
them on a competition engine — even 
when that engine is putting out twice 
the horsepower it was designed for. 
(That is, air flow is proportional to 
hp, so the flow through each carb 
would be cut ‘way down when you use 
several of them on one engine.) Thus, 

(continued) 
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if you want to run a little on the rich 
side, stock jetting may be just about 
right at low air flows. 

Don’t forget that you can easily get 
too much carburetion. Excessive ven- 
turi area reduces air velocities, and 
this hurts mixture distribution be 
tween cylinders at low and medium 
speeds. In fact, venturi area can cut 
into torque as high as 5000 rpm! I 
wouldn’t use dual quads on anything 
under 330 cu. in. (I don’t like them 
anyway!); and I wouldn’t use more 
than four 2-throats on an engine of 
less than 350 inches, Actually, one of 
the major reasons for using six and 
eight carbs on big fuel engines is to 
handle the enormous volumes of liquid 
fuel required. Assuming equal hp out- 
put, a nitro engine will gulp four times 
as many gallons of fuel per minute as 
a gas job! 

Some fellows have asked if Hilborn 
port injectors are as effective with gas 
as with alky and nitro. By all means — 
YES. Intake air flow restriction is 
radically reduced, and you should get 
5 to 10% more peak hp with them than 
with any carb setup, either on gas or 
fuel. They are not satisfactory for the 
street, however. For competition — at 
least where low-end torque and throttle 












































beost pressure, ths_/sq. in. 


Maximum recommended compression ratios for 
various supercharger pressures (including un- 
blown) on current premium pump gas and 

ilable super-oct aviation gasoline. 





response are not important — you can’t 

beat them. Carbs on log manifolds ap- 

pear to be somewhat superior for top- 

gear dragging from 2000 rpm up. 
IGNITION 


Gasoline burns faster than alky or 
nitro, so less spark advance is required 
— maybe 10 or 15° less under similar 
operating conditions. Seldom would 
you need over 35° total advance (crank 
rotation) for gas. The super-octane 
aviation stuff will require a bit more 
than motor grades. Actually, gasoline 
fuel offers great possibilities for de- 
velopment of low-end torque and re- 
sponse. Combustion of alky and nitro 
tends to be sluggish under low tur- 
bulence conditions, so spark advance is 
not too critical at low speed; most 
competition fuel engines just use a 
fixed spark advance, adjusted for peak 
power. With gas it might be profitable 
to experiment more with centrifugal 
advance setups, to get a torque bulge 
in the mid speed range. 

Hot spots in the combustion chamber 
are not overly critical with cool-run- 
ning methanol; they’re very critical 
with big doses of nitro...and I'd say 
they’re just as critical with gas. You’ve 
got to get them out of there. Careful 
polishing and grinding of all projec- 
tions and sharp edges, and elimination 
of thick sections of solid metal (where 
the combustion chamber surface is 
widely separated from cooling water), 
is necessary. And, of course, the spark 
plug tip makes a beautiful trigger for 
pre-ignition. Plugs must be as “cool” 
with gas as with the hot fuels. 


CLEARANCES 

We don’t get the fantastic heat flow 
through the pistons at top rpm with 
gas that we do with nitro, so skirt 
clearances of .015° and more are not 
called for. Conditions with gas are 
more comparable with pure alky (or 
are even a bit more rugged). Thus, the 
usual .006 to .010” on the pistons 
should suffice. Superchargers may 
want a bit more. Low end clearances 
are not a prime function of the fuel; 
the usual .0015 to .003” on both rods 
and mains are okay with gas and fuel. 
(continued on p. 62. 
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Often an engine will show symptoms 
of having a leaky head gasket. One 
simple and easy scheme for determin- 
ing whether this is actually the case is 
to put a few ounces of washday blueing 
into the radiator. Then tie a white rag 
over the tail pipe opening and watch 
for signs of blue while the engine is 
_—— « £ «6 ‘se 

After an overhaul it is generally a 
good idea to be sure that sufficient oil 
is in the lines and flowing freely be- 
fore starting. To assure this condition, 
make up a temporary connection be- 
tween the oil pump and an ordinary 
electric hand drill. Then run the drill 
until circulation is established to satis- 
faction. When the engine is run it 
will be adequately protected by this 
precaution. 

& a & * J 


As a “fishing” device to guide wires 
through restricted channels such as a 
steering post or frame components, a 
discarded speedometer cable makes a 
fine tool. Procure a two-way snap elec- 
trical connector and solder one end to 
the cable and the other to the wire. 
Snap the two together and shove the 
cable through with the wire following. 


Often, especially in transmission re- 
placement, it is discovered that re- 
moval of bolts causes lubricant to 
drain out onto the floor. In such in- 
stances, rather than wait for the unit 
to drain completely or risk working in 
a mess of heavy oil, the cap screws 
can be removed and immediately re- 
placed with headless studs of the same 
screw size. Now the unit may be re- 
moved with the holes thus “plugged” 
-.and replacement is easier since 
these same plugs serve as guides for 
alignment. 
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“FABULOUS” DECAL PINSTRIPING SET 
Fabulous deca! pinstriping set. Contains easy to 
apply, rich looking pinstriping & designs. Complete 
set of 15 decals 
“Free” Spider Web decal with purchase of pin- 
striping decal set 
UNUSUAL DECALS 
Fabulous Eye-ball $1 Scary skull $1.00 
Realistic Spider Web 4 Black Widow $1.00 
Specify color: White, Black, Gold. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 


STRIPING KIT 


A new and eas: | am for striping your car (not 
decals). Kit includ easy instructions, illustrations, 
SS A - onal brush, ready-mixed striping 
Specify color: White, Red, Black 

| — jlete Kit $3 (for extra 2 colors add $2) 
Special iE $1 each: spider web, eye-ball, 

skulls, dragons (4 for $3.00) 
All orders ppd. In Calif. add 4% tax 


VENT STRIPING KIT 
Dept. RC-11 
15008 N. San Fernando Bl. 
Burbank, California 








THINGS ARE NOT AS THEY SEEM 

This photograph, which appeared on 
p. 59 of the Sept. issue, was said to be 
of a 1953 Studebaker with “aircraft- 
type tailfins of plastic.” Work was 
credited the owner and it was stated 
that Dodge taillights had been used. 
Somebody goofed, we must admit, for 
it turns out that though the car is 
indeed a ’53 Stude, the fins are of 
metal not plastic, taillight are DeSoto 
not Dodge, and the Merenda Body and 
Paint Shop in Pomona (Calif.) was 
responsible for the labor involved, not 
the owner, Douglas Fendler, whose 
name, it also turns out, was omitted. 
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: LANO IS THE center of California’s cotton industry, and 

Nels Jensen’s ’39 Ford is the center of attraction for its towns- 
people. Two years were required to turn a real ragged piece of iron 
into this beauty. 

The front was dropped with a dago axle and 4-inch shackles, all 
neatly retained by double-acting tube shocks. Juice brakes control 
the 5.90 x 15 fore and 7.60 x15 aft tires. Moon Discs are used which 
add substantially to the car’s look of efficiency. 

A °'66 Buick V8 replaces the original flathead, power being 
boosted through the use of solid lifters, a Howard cam and a com- 
plete balancing job. A Buick standard flywheel is used in conjunction 
with an 11-inch Ford clutch and a beefed-up Chevy truck pressure 
plate. Final drive is handled by a ’39 Buick gear box and 4:11 Ford 
rear end. 

Major body changes included ’55 Olds headlights and ’56 Chevy 
taillight centers encased within a tube-like opening. Bumpers were 
replaced with owner-built nerf bars and header plugs were thrust 
through the front fenders. 

Though owner Jensen spent countless hours on his neat coupe, 
he insists all the credit go to Shaffs Body Shop, in Delano, and to 
the Del-Mar garage who put the Century V8 beneath the hood. © 





































































| LEATHER JACKET EMBLEMS 


Eagle or Skull & 
Bones. Looks 


and lasts as hand 
painted. Kit con- 
sists of ene large 


emblem fer back 
and twe smaller for 
sleeves or front. 
Complete kit of 
three 


Specify 
Eagle or Skull & 
Cress Benes. White 
only. Postpaid. Neo 
C.0.B. (See your 
Dealer) 


LEATHER PRODUCTS 


Box 4071 Dept. 2 Dallas, Texas 














Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from peony yo 
110 volt AC or DC line. e idea’ 
= eR gift with a life-long use. Order 
craft werk. today on 10-day money back guarantee 

Literature on larger equspment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, tli. Dept.F-59-M 
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BRINGING ’EM BACK... 
(continued from p. 51) 

genuine article — if such a thing were 
possible, All of Ford’s leathers were 
black, so color matching will be no 
trouble. Inquire around town at the 
local upholstery shops and chances are 
you’ll come away with a first class job 
of plastic for one-third of the cost of a 


real leather job. 


By this time, you will have reached 
a point in the restoration of Model T 
that you are considered a local author- 
ity. Odd bits of information and data 
will come your way as you proceed, so 
that questions unanswered by this nec- 
essarily brief rundown will become 


| quite clear. Such information is volu- 
| minous and can only be acquired 


through close association with yester- 


| years most famous (or infamous, de- 


pending on which way you pull the 
crank) creation...Model T. © 





HAVE YOU SEEN THE 
DREAM TRUCK? — 


If you live in the Pacific Northwest, 
drop by and see us during mid-October. 
We'll be at the Portland (Oregon) Road- 
ster Show on October 18th, 19th and 
20th; and at the Seafair Autorama in 


Seattle on October 25th, 26th and 27th. 
Stop in and say “Howdy”. 














Complete Brake Kit $124.95 


G.H. Ferry 


MODEL a 


Front 


“SNELL 


RESTORATION SERVICE 


Patent Data Plates 
Heat resistant Manifold Paint 
Running Board rubber cover material 
Authentic type top material 

Closed cars 
Hood lacing with rivets 
Spring shackles, original type 
Floor mats, °28-'31 





























$2.75 


$3.95 yd. ’'” wide Open cars 


$4.95 yd. 
$1.75 /car set 
$3.50 set 


25 set of five 


$1.50 set of 6 
Cadmium plated, jug nuts 20c each 
Cadmium plated head nuts 20c each 
Top ettochine bolt, button type nut, 40c ea. 
Pedal Pads 75e¢ pair 
Cowl lights, unrestored $10.00 pair 
Complete engines, exchange 139.95 
All engine & transmission parts available. 
Many other new and used hard-to-get parts 
available on request 
Prices do NOT include posta 
All Calif. sales subject to 4% sales’ tax. 


Hood latch anti-rattlers, 
original type 


2405 West Olive Ave 
STelger- tal 





Dept. RC-11 
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VERYBODY HAS a sense of humor, thou 
Chances are you've seen a funny cartoon i 


up a punch line for the above cartoon and 

All you have to do is submit to Arin Cee, in care o 
azine at 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, Calitf., 
the cartoon. If your punch line is among the top 
one of Taylor & Art Plastic’s fabulous TAPKITS. 
ing, submit either the same or another line next month. Each month 
the cartoon and the prizes will be the same. 

A postcard will suffice for your entry, but 
and address appears on it. You may submit as many 
but we must limit one to a card. Enter as many times i 
but gags for one month will not be considered the following month. 

This contest will run for six consecutive months — this being the 
sixth. The winner each month will receive the big C-50 TAPKIT with 
enough materials included to complete an extensive customizing job 
on your car — with all materials and instructions, to boot. Second each 
time will be the C-25 TAPKIT with enough resin, cloth, etc., for a 
complete hood filling job. Third prize of the C-10 TAPKIT has suffi- 
cient material for a hood bullnose job or several dents or rips. All 
are the well known Taylor & Art TAPKITS you've read so much 
about. There is absolutely nothing else to buy. 

Anyone can enter, except employees of Petersen Publishing Co., 
Quinn Publications or Taylor & Art Plastics, or their families. Judg- 
ing will be final and all lines become the property of Rod & Custom. © 


CONTEST #4 WINNERS 


1. Bob Blaylock, El Cerrito, Calif. 
“Alright, Cinderella, you've got your 
pumpkin. Now let's moke ovr glass 3. Alan Mearkle, Peoria, IHinols 
“a Neo need for that paddle, the torch is at its 
- Howard Yasgar, Westville, Connecticut end — 
“O.K., Rick, let’s cut the gas — Use a C-50 Tap-Kit for that Red or Custom, 
Vil show you how with Fiberglas.” my friend.” 
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HOW TO GO ON GAS 


(continued from p. 56) 


SUPERCHARGING WITH GAS 
The only way you'll ever get super 
performance on gas is with pressure 
induction — supercharging. And, to be 
successful with pressure induction on 
gas, you must understand that your 





pquenty utes wenag 


F Completely 
sizes at the same prece | ittestrated catalog emblems, 





basic problem is one of handling a lot 
of heat. When an engine produces 500 
hp at the flywheel enough heat is re- 
leased in the combustion chambers 
every 60 seconds (when the fuel burns) 
to boil 85 gallons of water! That’s a lot 
of heat. This heat is dissipated in 
sevttees and mcenoras— 25% | several major channels: It’s converted 


ae MGT 71s...” *s,,,, | into torque on the expansion stroke; 





it blows out the exhaust; it goes 





Won't chip or peel. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use on 
Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 
tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicago 21, lil. Dept. R.C. 





—~ , through the jacket walls into the cool- 
Is your leather or plastic | ing water, it is absorbed by the lu- 
semen —— bricating oil, due to friction; and it is 
original color and texture | absorbed by evaporation of the liquid 
to your car’s upholstery. | fuel on the compression stroke (though 
yon san itable ta eleven | about 10% of the fuel evaporates in 
standard colors and clear. the manifold). The critical heat trans- 
Any shade obtainable by | fer points in an engine are the exhaust 
inter-mixing colors. Easily : 

applied, brush or spray. | — _~ — tne gh Baap 

y does en 

methanol? The same number of btu’s 
of heat have to be released in the 
combustion chambers to produce one 
hp; why isn’t the heat flow through 
pistons and valves as great? The secret 
lies in this business of “latent heat of 
vaporization” and the rich mixtures 
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but when you're sitting 4” above the 


and then just bolt together. Parts arg. pre-loiwed Dllig ainamEE | = 
instructions and port list included. No Wagdotagie troiler — will fit in o 










sure fe one. 
. re’ . 


xt Freight paid with cash orders. Freight collect on 
se C.O.D.'s (in U.S. only) with 25% deposit. In Collif. 
add 4% tax. Send 25¢ for illustrated booklet. 


a 152 E. Huntington Drive 


’O50 
*. comple '< kit, including engine Monrovia, California 
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the Here's a new automotive sport 
\ that's fun tor the entire family 


it may not go like a Ferrari... 
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posit) : 
CD Meevy-Duty Service Station Outfit, $34.95 (if C.0.D. send $5 
depos). 


alelahmumela’ YOUR CAR 
with PERMANENT PLATIN 

4 Nerth 3rd Ave., it. Vernon, MN. ¥ 

Please ruth the electroplating kit | heave checked. 

() Regular SPEEDPLATE OUTFIT, $14.95 Uf C.0.0. send $1 de 
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brush! And 
an INDESTRUCTIBLE PART 
.. . bonds itself on — forms a hard 
thet defies all elements! 
GRILLWORK 
SATISFIED 


ALL C 


. INCREASE ITS VALUE... 
own and drive it. With SPEED- 
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BRING BACK “NEW-CAR BRILLIANCE 


BUMPERS 
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WELD zz! 
IN A JIFFY @ 
Weld, cut, braze, solder IRON, 
STEEL, BRONZE, BRASS, ALUMI- 
NUM & OTHER METALS... 


Auto, truck, shop and farm equip- 
ment break-down always cause an- 
moving = costly —. Don't let 
ther a Dynamic 
are weneer win the th the Aa. you 
can siso make your own wrought 
iron household and lawn furniture 
and many knick-knacks. You can do 
expert work on your very first job. 
‘ates from any properly wired 
110 volt AC line. The handiest too! 
in your workshop. A Dynamic Welder 
will save its low cost of only $38.50 
f.0.b. in both time and money. Lit 
erature on larger equipment 
on request. 
yan agg agg a 
paeeomer Arc Wel 
tried or Werkshop ese. 
BYMAMIC WELDER CO. 
Dept. 0-59-M, 1808 S. Federal 
Chicago 16, tll. 


rc 
Free Details and ‘‘How to Weld”’ 


Moke More Money in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tvition ‘‘All-in- 
ene’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASESI!! 
Yeu get everything you need for success in 
America’s BIGGEST industry. We also give you 
Meter Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, 
complete Too! Set. Write for information. 

Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 








EASY PAY PLAN 


details. Complete 
outfit only 





$38.50 
f.o.b. factory | 








Vv 117 

Figueroa Coe Angeles 3: 37, Calif. 

Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 
— 





0 So. 

Send Free 
Name. 
Address 
City. 





State 
() Chock if interested OULY io Resident Scho! Wrotming ot Les Angeles 











HOW TO GO ON GAS 


(continued from p. 62) 


required, as discussed last month. For 
instance, 500 hp produced for 1 minute 
would require about 100,000 btu’s 


11.6 X 470 = 5,450 btu’s 
heat before it can burn p 
crack heads. (With a real rich 
you could soak up 8,000 btu’s.) 
other hand, with gasoline we need to 
burn only 5.3 Ibs. to get 100,000 btu’s, 
and the latent heat is only 135 btu’s... 
so we can absorb only a measly 715 
btu’s of heat per minute. This is why 
heat is the critical problem on gas. 
When you supercharge, of course, 
your problem is twice as tough — be- 
cause compression raises the temper- 
ature of the intake air. Our major job, 
then, is to select the most efficient 
type of compressor; this would not 
only cut the air temp rise on com- 
pression, but it will require less horse- 
power to drive it. Strange as it seems, 
the most popular type of compressor 
for hot rod competition engines today 
— the Roots-type positive-displacement 
pump (like the GMC blowers) — is the 
least efficient of all. A typical setup 
pumping 15 Ibs./sq. in. boost pressure 
will pull close to 100 hp to drive it, 
and heat the intake air nearly 300° F.! 
I guess the fellows use them mostly 
because they’re cheap and widely avail- 
able in junkyards (from diesel truck 
engines), and that they are relatively — 
easy to adapt to an engine. On very 
short bursts, like on the drag strips or 
at Bonneville, they can use them on 
gas by cutting compression ratio ‘way 
down and running very rich mixtures. 
The “inertia”-type supercharger — 
such as the McCulloch and various 
models of diesel turbochargers, and the 
Latham axial-flow — is much more effi- 
cient. This is the answer for gas. The © 
McCulloch and Latham units are too 
small for big competition engines, but 
centrifugal blowers from trucks and 
aircraft engines can be converted. 
They can be driven by gears or by 
the waste exhaust gases, expanded 
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FINEST CLUB PLAQUES 


through a tistine. A lot of werk, sure 

. but this is the way the hot rods will 
be turning 300 mph at Bonneville and 
190 at the drag strips in another three 
or four years! 

Just how high yor can go on boost 
pressure and compression ratio with 
gas in a blown engine is debatable. We 
have little experimental data to go on 
because practically all the super-boost 
racing engines of history were design- 
ed to run on alcohol-base fuels. Big 
aircraft engines have been tested at 
around 20 Ibs. boost at 3000 rpm with 
6%:1 compression ratio, running on 
130-145 Performance Number fuel. 
And I recall Harry Miller designed a 
6cylinder racing engine in the late 
80s that could handle 20 Ibs. at 6:1 


IN THE NATION 
CUSTOM DESIGNED FOR 


literature. 

SEND S50¢ TODAY 
For complete catalog on Em- 
biems, Jackets, Decals, Plaques, 
Novelties — including information 
on how to start your club and 
a | Credit Certificate and free 


ai. 
STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. 
1072-Q Ne. Wilton Pl., Hellywoed 38, Calif. 


compression on an 80-octane premiom 


pump gas — but running at 7000 rpm. 
The rpm has a lot to do with it...and 
both of these were centrifugal blowers. 

I would say this: Assuming 100- 
octane premium pump gas, and as long 
as rpm for extended pulling is above 
5000, you should be able to carry 8:1 
compression at 15 lbs. boost with a 
centrifugal supercharger. You might 
even go 9:1 for a drag engine, where 
the run only lasts 10 to 18 seconds. 
With a Roots blower I can’t see over 
7:1 compression for 12-15 Ibs, boost 
(which is ag high as is practical any- 
way). Given aviation gas, I think you 
could go to 25 Ibs. boost on 6%-1 com- 
pression with a centrifugal. 

So you grab it from there! @ 








YESH WE HAVE IT 


HEDMAN HEDDERS available 
for PLYMOUTH — FORD — 
MERCURY — CHEVROLET also 


FORD & CHEVY ¥% TON TRUCKS | Specify 








Pad AND CADILLAC, — 


WOT in’) for 1957 PLYMOUTH 


The newest development in 180° firing order 
Hedders. Will increase Horsepower 

over 10%, Fits regular dual sets. 

Extra tailpipes, extensions and muf- 

flers available for cars without duals. 

car, year, and model, 


ORDER YOUR CATALOG TODAY 
McGURK OHV ADJUSTABLE ROCKER ARMS 


Buy the Best 
trom Midwest 





CATALOG 50c — re- 
funded on first order 


DIRECT FACTORY SIStTRISUTORS 
13987-R Miles Ave., Cleveland 5, Obie 
WYeming 1-5877 WYeming 1-490 
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HE LATEST FAD on drag strips around the country is the 

direct-drive run ... taking off in top gear with a certain amount 
of clutch slipping, then pulling the quarter from around 2000 rpm 
on up to 6000 or 7000. It’s not a new trick. Back in 1955 Bruce 
Crower set up his famous Chrysler-powered, rear-engine roadster 
to pull in top gear only. With Red Henslee up, the car was top 


‘eliminator in the first annual NHRA Championships, and the first 


roadster to top 150 mph. And the latest words, of course, are the 
current world records for both top speed and e.t. on gas and fuel; 
none of the three cars involved even has a transmission. 

Apparently the major benefit of a top-gear start is that the low 
axle torque lets you utilize more of the available tire traction for 
the first 300 ft. with a big-inch engine. Remember how the little flat- 
head Fords used to out-jump the big overheads when both were 
starting in 2nd gear? It was because the low torque output of the 
flathead allowed closer control of wheelspin by the driver. Now the 
top-gear start is giving much the same situation with 400+ cu, in. 
overheads. 

But what shakes me is the way many of the fellows are flocking 
to the new fad without any consideration of whether they’re set up 
for it. Seems like everybody with a light car is trying it. “If it’s 
good enough for the top California boys, it must be right for me”, 
they think. You won’t believe this; but I actually saw a crew pour 
water over their rear slicks so they could break loose coming off the 
line in top gear!! Oh, yes...it’s the talk of the town. 

Well, now, let’s just stop and think a minute. We all know that 
maximum forward thrust is obtained when the rear tires are just 
on the verge of breaking loose. Then it follows logically that maxi- 
mum potential acceleration will only be achieved when there is 
enough available torque on the axle to actually break those tires 
loose at any time coming off the line, (Then, of course, it’s the 
driver’s job not to burn.) If you don’t have this much torque avail- 
able in top gear, then you’d better be starting in 2nd, or even Ist. 
The brutal truth is that only a handful of cars in the country have 
the punch to benefit from a top-gear start. Their weight/power 
ratios will generally run under 3% Ibs./hp. And I doubt even if 
these hot shots are realizing the full potential of their available 
traction over the full quarter ... but apparently the low axle torque 
lets them get closer to the ultimate than they could starting in 2nd. 

So about 99 out of a hundred of you guys ought to get off this 
top-gear kick, and start getting that e.t, down where it belongs. @ 
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RADAR EYE! 
SENSATIONAL Magic “RA- 
ENGRAVED DAR" eye keeps tab on your 
car's operation Spots” 


NAMEPLATES! trouble! Warns you if tire is go- 
CUSTOMIZE WITHOUT A TORCH. ing flat. oil getting low, car 


TAP “glassing” kits make it easy Solid copper “‘idents"’ for your car, won't start, hand brake drag- 
to restyle and repair auto bodies mail box, front door buzzer shown ging, engine overheating, etc., 
New plastic bonds fiberglass to metal above, luggage and dozens of other Install in 3 minutes. Ne 
—strong as a weld job. Kit includes places. 5” long ‘2” wide. Perma- wires to connect. Neon bulb uti- 
enough material for headlights plus nent adhesive holds firmly. Give lizes car's “frequency waves.” 
taillight “‘frenching’’—other car and wording—up to 20 letters or num- Absolutely amazing how it works! 
household repairs. $4.45 Item 1. PPD bers. Only $1.95. Item 2. PPD Only $3.95 complete. Item 3. PPD 


(2) NewP MATE 


Prices CUT! 
5 ed 
Striping 


























! CHROME-PLATED 
Stripe your car OUTSIDE PIPES 


for as little as 
Flashy triple chrome pipes add new- 


¢ WERE fashioned beauty touch. Eliminates 
tail pipe scraping and exhaust fume 
$1.95 £ ; discoloration. Exhaust is carried 


outside of car into slipstream. This 
creates a vacuum that clears ex- 


haust system faster and smooths out 

engine performance. Mounts to muf- 

=— === fler—extends outside of car in front 
—_— of rear wheel. Can be adapted to 


all cars—fits either side of any ex- 

SAVE $25.00 to $30.00 customize your car at a fraction of the cost ceneenay pace Easily are ge Pipes 

of hand striping. You'll be thrilled how easy it is to apply genuine en" e S ae 1 ‘ utnic eith =” ain 

“CUSTOM-STRIPING” decals. Arrange any way you like. Original PR sy erat. ae “7 a - 
designs by famous Harbeck. Each set available in white, rich red, black omeves ete cise. Hom 

or lustrous gold np 3B ~ oo aoe oe 4. PPD , 26147 Long 15” between bends $ 6.65 

Set “A"—For headlights, dashboard, other beauty touches Me 3 wo 

Set “‘B’’—Like Set A plus 12 extra designs for the center of the 34'4/’ Long 22” between bends 8.65 

hood. ong of rear deck, = (includes —— lines) 40” Long 2614” between bends 9.95 

Set “C’’—Complete Deluxe stripe kit for your car esigns 5 a cee 

NEW Economy Striping Kit — 78c ? 68” Long 66” between bends 18 95 

Priced low (Not Shown). Item 5. PPD Chrome clamps. State size. Ea. $1.95 
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1958 Catalog! 


5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 779 
Hundreds of NEW items 


see 1958 accessories NOW Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
Power brakes—air condi- 
tioning, hi-fi thou- Phone RAymond 3-3671 
sands of gas-savers, power 
boosters. Sent FREE with ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guaranteed 
your order (otherwise send or your money back. Send currency, check or mon- 
25c to cover postage and ey order and we pay postage on items marked Ppd. 
handling) Others F.O.B. Los Angeles. 20% deposit required on 
C.0.D.s (no C.O.D.s outside U.S.A.). California 
customers please add 4% Sales Tax. 




















